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On 15
M a vy
Graham
Preston
wassitting
alone just
inside the
door of the
Spring Hill abortion clinic. “This clinic
ison thefirst floor of abuilding, so sitting
outside the door wasimpossible,” he said.

The clinic called police, who arrested
Graham when he refused to move on. He
was jailed after refusing to sign bail con-
ditions that he not return to the clinic. He
has been remanded in custody until the
July 16 court hearing.

The two monthsin jail have been hard
for Graham, hiswife Liz and their six chil-
dren - but the Baptist family take their
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In jail ‘for life
Graham Preston isin jail - “for life”.

Brisbane group Protect Life. For over a year he and others have

staged peaceful, silent protestsoutsideabortion clinics- just holding
a photo of a baby.

Christian faith seriously. The motto of
Protect Lifeisfrom Proverbs 24, verse 11:
“Rescue those being led away to death.”
Graham Preston has been jailed for
trying peacefully to save lives, but police
have taken no action against the abortion
clinic which destroys the lives of up to 25
unborn babies every day. Abortion isstill
acriminal offence in Queensland.

Letter from jail

In a recent letter from jail (John)
Graham Preston - PO Box 1300, Richlands
4077 - said (in part):

“Welcome to Planet Prison! On this
side of the razor wire fence it sometimes
feelslikewearelivingin adifferent world.
From the prison oval you can catch
glimpsesof thetraffic on Ipswich Road and
it is strange to think of life going on as
‘normal’ on the outside as we sit here.

Warm welcome for David d'Lima

Brisbanechurcheshavewar mly welcomed Festival of Light field officer David
d’'Lima, who arrived with hisfamily on 3 Junefor three months of deputation.

The d'Lima family is happily settled
in Burpengary (phone 07 3888 8816).
David has aready spoken in ten churches,
with requests for return visits. The pastor
at Narangba Valley Wesleyan church said:
“David's message was well received and
many positive commentswere madeto me.
| believe many would like to hear him
again.”

Davidd Limasaid: “ God hasraised up
civic authorities for a purpose - and | am
encouraging people to pray for their MPs
and other leaders. | am sharing biblical

The d'Lima family at Burpengary

teaching on how Christians can be salt and
light in society.”

David d'Limais looking forward to a
one-day seminar in Ormiston on Saturday
9 August. “The seminar themeis Dare to
be a Daniel,” he said. “Phone 3286 9277
for more details.”

Graham leads the

Sometimes | have the
feeling of being in a
zoo asl’ve seen kanga-
roos, hares and ducks
roaming freely, observ-
ingusinsideour cages! |

“1 would not try to
pretend that it is easy
or at al pleasant being locked up, but it
has not been unbearably awful. Itisa
maximum security prison and | have been
in units with men who have been charged
and convicted with anything from murder
down.

“I"'m now in a unit of 36 men and we
are essentially confined to the cell block
and attached exercise yard which is en-
closed with wire mesh. Being separated
from family is very difficult.

“1 have found that if you get past the
tough exterior which many inmates main-
tain, you see that they are just fellow hu-
man beings in this broken world. They
have hurt people, sometimes very badly,
yet even so they arejust peopletoo. | con-
tinue to be surprised at how many inmates
express support for my stand along with
disgust for abortion itself.

“My sincere thanks to those who have
written and to those who are praying. It has
been greatly encouraging and humbling.
You can fed isolated here at times...”

N i
Graham Preston

Linda Watson - an inspirational woman

Former prostitute and madam Linda Watson, who runsLinda’s House of Hope
in Perth tohelp girlsleavethesex trade, hasbeen chosen asafinalist in theWomen's
Weekly contest for Australia’s Most | nspirational Woman.

Linda believes that legalising brothels
has led many more girls into the
prostitution trap. In 2001 she spoke at
meetings in Toowoomba, telling MPs and
councillors about the enormous physical
and mental damage she and others suffered
while in the trade.

“It staggers me that politicians would
even go down this path,” she told the
Women'sWeekly (July 2003, p 126). “They
are our leaders. | say to them, ‘You

wouldn’'t want this life for your own
children, would you?

“Politicians have been conned into
thinking that legalising prostitution will
help stamp out drugs and crime in the
industry. That's alie. The problem is
much bigger than people could ever
imagine.”

People can vote for Linda Watson as
Australia’'s most inspirational woman by
phoning 1900 956 385.
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Naltrexone doctor vindicated

On 27 June the Health Practitioners Tribunal adjourned
indefinitely all malpractice charges against Dr Stuart Reece of
Brisbane, who has used naltrexone implants to help hundreds of

heroin addicts quit their habit.

The charges against him were based
onfalsereports by drug addicts. A vicious
campaign by the Courier-Mail last year has
deeply hurt him and his family.

Dr Reece's patients and their parents
have welcomed the Tribunal finding.
Marie Francis said her son had been a
heroin addict for 10 years and had been
successfully treated by Dr Reece (Courier-
Mail 28/6/03, p 1).

“Dr Reeceishighly valued among par-
ents and carer groups of heroin addicts,”
Ms Francis said. “We know categorically
that had it not been for Dr Reece, wewould
not have our son today.”

Naltrexone implants, which block the
effect of heroin, can give addicts the
breathing spacethey need toturntheir lives
around and become drug-free. Counsel-
ling is of little help while the patients re-
main addicted to drugs.

“Methadone is the main treatment
option in Australia, but it merely replaces
one addictive drug with another,” Marie
Francis said.

A recent article in the New England
Journal of Medicine pointed out that
methadone maintenance does not address
the basic addiction problem. New research
suggests that opiatesincluding methadone
directly suppress the immune system and
may cause premature aging. The Austral-
ian Bureau of Statistics figures show that

between 1997 and
2001, 590 patients died
with methadoneintheir
system.

Stuart Reece

‘Gay’ adoption -

TheQueensland gover nment isstill considering arecommendation
to allow homosexual couples to adopt children. Several MPs have
already indicated their strong opposition to the proposal.

Mrs Dorothy Pratt MP (Ind, Nanango) told Focus:. “| believe that you
need a husband and wife to raise children in a balanced environment.
Children need the example of male and female.

“Unfortunately that doesn’'t always happen, such as when husbands
and wives separate. But it is aprivilege to raise children. Homosexual
couples, in pursuing alifestyle where children are not naturally possible,
Dorothy Prait MP forgo that privilege.”

Ph D for ‘gay Jeus daim

A homosexual Queensland
University student has been awarded a
Ph D for his thesis which claims that
Jesus Christ was homosexual (Courier-
Mail, 29/5/03, p 1).

Dr Rollan McCleary, who says he is
an Anglican, received taxpayer funding of
$51,000 to work on his thesis entitled
Authority, Inspiration and Heresy in Gay
Spirituality. McCleary said the
astrological chart for Jesus plus biblical
“clues’ led to hisconclusion that Jesusand
three or four of his disciples were “gay”.

Anglican Bishop Glenn Davies of
North Sydney said Dr McCleary’s
conclusions were absurd (CNS News, 30/
5/03). “Itisnot surprising that he resorted
to astrological charts, since there is no
evidence in the New Testament to support
such aclaim,” he said. “Jesus taught that
sexual intercourse is only acceptable
between aman and awoman, and the only
aternative to marriage is celibacy.”

Concern grows on foster abuse

Sex abuse by foster parents has hit Queensland headlines in recent weeks.
Bravehearts campaigner Hetty Johnston has raised serious allegations in the

Courier-Mail (eg 30/6/03, p 1).

MsJohnston first highlighted sex abuse
by foster carers on June 18, with
allegations that a family in northwest
Brisbane had molested foster children.
Government agents had been told about
the abuse but did nothing.

Geoffrey Bullock of Festival of Light
has called on the Beattie government to

draw up stricter protocols for choosing
foster families. “Stable, mature married
couples make the best carers,” he said.
“But these days social workers are not
allowed to ‘discriminate’ in favour of
marriage Children are the victims of this
‘non-discrimination’.”

Over the counter pill danger

TheNational Drugsand Poisons Schedule Committee hasprovisionally approved
the sale of the “morning after” pill (Postinor-2) without a doctor’s prescription.

TheAustralian Medical Association op-
poses the move. Doctors say women need
to consult their GP before taking the pill.

Melinda Tankard Reist of Canberra
said (Herald Sun, 26/6/03)that Postinor-2
is a very high dose of the artificial hor-
mone levonorgestrel. “It is equal to tak-
ing about 50 Microval birth control pills,”
she said.

Ms Reist said Britain's Chief Medica

Qld MPsopposeinternet porn

Three Queensland federal M Ps - Paul Neville (Nat, Hinkler), Bruce Scott (Nat,
Maranoa) and Cameron Thompson (Lib, Blair) have raised their concerns about
Internet pornography in federal parliament.

They spoke on 27 March in support of
a bill to prevent people using a loophole
in Communications law to access banned
hard core porn websites. The bill has not
yet passed the Senate.

Bruce Scott noted a study by Michael
Flood of the Australian National Univer-
sity, published by the Australia Institute
in March 2003.

The study found that eight out of ten
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boysaged 16-17 havevisited hard core por-
nography websites and 60 per cent of girls
the same age had been exposed to Internet
porn. The children had viewed sites de-
picting rape, sexual torture, bestiality and
incest.

“As a parent, it disturbs me that chil-
dren can have access to this sort of mate-
rial, at times under their parents’ noses,
without them knowing,” Mr Scott said.

Officer wroteto all UK doctorsin January
this year, warning of the risks of ectopic
pregnancy from the ‘morning after’ pill.

In ectopic pregnancies the embryo
develops in a woman'’s fallopian tube
instead of thewomb, causing massive pain,
bleeding and sometimes death. The
fallopian tube is destroyed, halving the
woman'’s fertility. Levonorgestrel is also
linked with blood clots which may cause
strokes and heart attacks.

Dr DonnaPurcell of Queensland Right
to Life has pointed out that Postinor-2 can
aso prevent atiny embryo fromimplanting
in the womb, thus causing a very early
abortion.
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Rescuethose bang led away to death - proverbs24:11

The story of Graham Preston, in jail
because hetried to save unborn lives (p 1)
isasobering reminder of thetragedy which
goes on, day after day, in Brisbane's abor-
tion clinics.

Graham is following the example of
many others who have silently sat outside
the death clinics in Australia and more
often in the US. They have prayed that
mothers who enter may think again and
choose life for their unborn children.

Many US pro-lifersin Operation Res-
cuewerejailedfor their efforts, as Graham
has been. They have caused great contro-
versy in Christian circles. Some say that
Christians should not trespass in abortion
clinicsbecausethey are deliberately break-
ing the law.

But Chuck Colson of Prison Fellow-
ship saysthesituationislikeafield witha
small lake, where we see a child drown-
ing. Would we be right to ignore the “No
Trespassing” sign in the field, and go and

rescue the child?

Of coursewewould! “Operation Res-
cue, | believe, is the moral equivalent,”
says Colson.*

In May 1989, Light magazine told
some of the dramatic US Operation Res-
cuestories. Onewasof Christy Anne, who
said: “God counts nothing more valuable
than each of His creations. | need to act
like abortion is murder, since that is ex-
actly how my God viewsit.”

Christy Ann paid dearly for her
“sidewalk counselling” of pregnant women
entering an abortion clinic. She was sen-
tenced tojail and was denied medication for
her bronchitis. By the time she was finaly
takento hospital shewasgasping for breath.

But in the infirmary Christy Ann found
herself handcuffed to Robin, ayoung inmate
who was six and a half months pregnant.
Robinwasgoinginfor an abortion. Christy
Ann began crying uncontrollably.

Robin was angry at first. But later,

when Christy Ann had been treated, she
saw Raobin still sitting in their room. She
had not had the abortion.

Christy Ann then sent her an informa-
tion package with photos of unborn babies
in different stages of development. It was
the first time Robin had ever seen a pic-
ture of an unborn baby. She knew she
could not kill her child.

Robin’s baby was only one of the many
Christy has saved. Her time in jail was
spent counselling other prisonersand shar-
ing the gospel with them. “God isn’t just
concerned about the physical destruction
of these pre-born children,” shewould say.
“Your spiritual separation from Him
grieves Him just as much.

“God has called me to focus on the
sanctity of life, but | don’'t expect every-
one to jump on this bandwagon. | want
peopleto be committed to obeying thewill
of God, whatever that is for their lives.”

* Christianity Today, 3/2/89.

LETTERS

‘Medical’ marijuana

A recent editorial in the Rockhampton
Morning Bulletin called for a trial of
medical marijuana because other drugs
“may not be as effective’.

Thosetrias (of the active component in
marijuana, THC) have dready been done
overseas. They show there are better
medicinesthan THC, with fewer Sdeeffects.

The real reason for an Australian trial
was voiced by Dr David Penington of
Victoria, who supports drug legalisation.
Hesaid, “If people are given the ahility to
cultivate a few plants at home, medical
marijuana would follow.”

Dr Penington failed to add that an
increase in depression, schizophrenia and
other serious psychological problems
would also follow - for which therearefew
medical solutions.

Betty Bennett
Rockhampton, Qld

‘Gay’ Jesusdlander

The CairnsPost (30/5/03, p 9) reported
that Rollan McCleary received his
doctorate from the University of
Queensland on 29 May for claiming that
“Jesus Christ was gay because of the
position of the planets at the time of his
birth”.

The news sparked some fiery debate.
F Mohammed (a Muslim) wrote on 3/6/
03, p 13, expressing concern at the
“slander” of Jesus. He said: “We believe
that Jesus was a prophet just as Moses,
Noah, Solomon, David etc...

“Let's see how many Christians
respond to the outlandish research and
defend their prophet. It amazes me that

www.fol.org.au

there are so many weekend Christians, yet
they behave in the most appalling way
during the week.”
On6/6/03, p 12, therewas an indignant
reply from a Christian!
| have written to Premier Bedttie as
public funds ($51,000) financed the
“research”, and have been referred me to
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Queensland. | hope to take this matter
further.
John Abernethy
Edmonton, Qld

Thanks!

Many thanks for the latest edition of
Festival Focus, Queensland! It's great
news that there is now a Queensland
branch of Festival of Light. | hope to
distribute copies of Focus to those who |
think might be supportive.

Frank Lyndon
Manly West, Qld
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VOICE INTERNATIONAI
Short Wave Radio with an FM sound
Reaching Asia with the Gospel

Killick St, Kunda Park QLD 4556
\Phone: 07 5477 1555 Website: vvvvvv.voice‘com.aLy

| wasglad to pick up acopy of Festival
Focus Queensland at church and | enjoyed
reading it. | thought it was excellent, with
factual information, positive - ie no
‘emotive’ attitudes, good headlines, good
layout and altogether a very good
publication. Thanks!
Royce Perkins
Toowoomba, Qld
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Australia - how it
' began

¥ | Tenthousand

| marched to Light's
Vision, Adelaide,
30 years ago
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Lesbian no longer

[ Please give me afree six month subscription
to FOL publications Lightand Focus.

[ | would like to subscribe to FOL
publications ($46 per year): please find
enclosed cheque or debit my credit card:

Cardholder: .........cccoveiiiieeneee e
Signature: .........ccceeveeeenee Expiry: .... / ....

Title: Rev/Mr/Mrs/ Miss / Other ...........
NAME: vttt
AdArESS: oooeiiiiieeee e

......................................... P/Code: ........
[ 10] 0[S
EMail: woveeeeeeieieeeee e

Please return to: Festival of Light Australia
\_ GPO Box 1483, Brisbane QLD 4001 )
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PERSPECTIVE 4

New hopefor desperatedads

Geoffrey Greene of the Shared Parenting Council says talkback
radio switchboardslit up around Australia when PM John Howard
said hewould consider changestotheFamily Law Act to help divorced

dads see mor e of their kids.

“The Prime Minister has hit a nerve,”
Mr Greene said. “The Family Court sys-
temisfailing children al around Australia.
Grieving fathers, many in tears, have been
phoning talkback radio in droves.”

Geoffrey Bullock, Queensland state
officer for Festival of Light, haswelcomed
the new inquiry into shared parenting by
the federal parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee on Family and Community Affairs.

“Festival of Light is a member of the
Shared Parenting Council,” Mr Bullock
said. “Webelievethe Family Court should
adopt the ‘rebuttable presumption of
shared parenting’ in divorce casesinvolv-
ing dependent children. Under this sys-
tem, judges would assume that divorcing
couples will share custody of their chil-
dren unless there are good reasons not to
do so.

“In US states where this rule applies,
the children are much happier. And per-
haps the biggest benefit isthat the divorce
rate in these states has fallen.

“Violent fathers will not get custody
under this system. But loving fatherswill
get a chance to play a significant role in
their children’s lives,” Mr Bullock said.

He encouraged Queenslandersto make
submissions to the federal inquiry. “Sim-
ply tell your own story inaletter or email,”
Geoffrey Bullock said. “Sendittothe Fam-
ily and Community Affairs Committee,
House of Representatives, Parliament
House, Canberra ACT 2600, or email to
fcareps@aph.gov.au. And send acopy to
Festival of Light (GPO Box 1483, Bris-
bane Qld 4001; office@fol.org.au).”

Madonna campaigns for family law reform

Queendand journalist Madonna King hasjoined thecampaign for family
law reform. Her Courier-Mail column Dad’s the other word ((24/6/03, p 13)

said, in part:

This year, more than 1000 fathers will
commit suicide, with many such deaths
blamed on family law issues. This week-
end, fathers across Australiawill travel to
pick up children for an access visit - only
to find their children missing. And today,
hundreds of mothers will seek help after
their former partner refuses to pay child
mai ntenance.

And they say family law works. It
doesn’t, and it's about time it was over-
hauled.

For 20 years, we've told our fathers,
our husbands and our sons to play a big-
ger role in their families, to spend fewer
hours at work and to take a bigger role in
their children’s future. And they have.

Then, when a relationship breaks
down, reports suggest only three per cent
of fathers are awarded equal joint custody.
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[t's about time that changed and Prime
Minister John Howard - even if his
motivations is to gazump Peter Costello
with asocial agenda- should be applauded
for flagging his family law review.

Take these facts:

e Three quarters of separated men want
more contact with their children and 40
per cent of women want them to have more
contact.

o Fathers spend more than 35 hours a
week minding their children.

e Morethan 50,000 coupleswill divorce
this year.

e Family law issues can account for up
to one quarter of an MP's work.

e Only 16 per cent of divorced couples
have the children living with each parent
for more than 30 per cent of the time.

e Mothersare awarded custody in three-
quarters of cases.

Add to these, statistics that show more
women are working full-time, men are
having children later and one-quarter of
them are using flexible hours to care for
their children, and aclear picture emerges.

As men have taken up the challenge to
play an equal role in domestic life, they
remain discriminated against when it
comes to family issues.

Under the current law, both parents are
responsible for decisions about their chil-
dren, but no guide exists on which parent
achild liveswith or how much contact the
other parents should have.

The proposed revamp looks at giving
parents automatic shared custody - that is
a presumption that a child spends equal
time with both parents - unless reasons
exist for this not to be the case.

The response from women’s groups -
who have controlled the debate for dec-
ades - raised the same old arguments and

proved how quick they are to ignore the
benefits of both parents being involved in
raising a child.

John Howard says he wantsto provide
strong male role models for boys growing
up without their fathers' influence. That
can't be bad. Nor can the idea that both
parents have aright to equally love, cher-
ish and care for their kids after the rela-
tionship breaks down.

Automatic shared custody is only a
guide, as government advisers and the
Shared Parenting Council of Australia ac-
knowledge. You can’t apply amathemati-
cal formulato children. Casesexist where
parents - mothers and fathers - have no
right to play arolein achild's future.

Often the system can unfairly treat or
fail to protect mothers - further illustrat-
ing the failure of the present set-up.

But in cases where both parents are
committed to the real well-being of their
child, a bigger role for fathers should be
reflected in law.

Shared Parenting Council director
Geoffrey Greene shares custody of hischil-
dren, aged seven and four, and believes it
is the reason they are happy. He saysthe
50/50 planisonly aguide, but helpsswitch
the balance to give men a greater role.

/ A civic ministry seminar with )
David d’Lima of Festival of Light
encouraging Christians to

Dareto be a Danid

- who led pagan kings to commend the
worship of Almighty God in the nations

8:30 am - 3 pm, Saturday 9 August
Christian Faith Centre
Thorn Street, Ormiston

A $10 donation for lunch is requested.
An offering will be taken. For details
\ph: 3286 9277 or email ddl@fol .org%
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